Chapter Nine
TOTALITARIANISM IN THE SCHOOLS:  DE VECCHI
THE part played by the State in the schools from 1859
onwards was such that any Government wanting to
exercise full control in education might have done so by
applying the existing laws more strictly than any of the pre-
Fascist Governments ever did. What was really liberal in Italian
education was the character of the people and the mood of the
time. Gentile's reform claimed to bring about freedom for
teachers and pupils. It has been pointed out in previous chapters
that the reform, while undoubtedly providing for more freedom,
reasserted the principle of State control in new forms, e.g., the
State examinations; even the fight against bureaucracy and the
reduction of the number of Supervisors helped to enforce a
stricter State grip on educational activities. After Gentile, the
two motifs of freedom and State control developed side by side for
a few years, while, on the other hand, Party control entered as a
third element in shaping education. The Party aimed at taking
the place of all other bodies, collective or individual, which
exercised a certain freedom in education. And the State, in
connexion with the Party, applied its power more and more in
order to bring the schools into line with the new or changing
general policy.
There are two sets of facts that have to be considered here:
first, measures affecting the schools and reflecting the policies
of the Fascist Government in fields other than educational; and
second, the thorough revision of the whole matter of education,
and especially of the- administrative machinery, by which the
Minister de Vecchi tightened State control over the schools and
applied in his own sphere the principles of dictatorship. Both
groups of facts constituted an open challenge to the reform of
1923; its spirit and many of its provisions were quickly dis-
appearing. The idea of a * perpetual revolution* and of continu-
ous superamenii took revenge on its Fascist upholder, Gentile.
The general principle that all must be controlled by the State
is responsible for the multiplication of State schools, the taking
over of private institutions, the* granting of the privilege of
pareggiata and parificata to a great number of schools, the with-
drawal of educational control over elementary schools from local
governments, and the institution of a Central Board of Inspectors
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